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Dear Learners,

Last year as Shavuot approached, the Deracheha team hurried to produce our first
edition of Tachshitei Kallah, our Tikkun Leil Shavuot reader. We were only a few
months into the world of the Covid pandemic, and many of us were anxious about
the idea of Shavuot without a community of learners. We had survived Pesach
without family and friends, but what would Tikkun Leil Shavuot look like, without a
shul packed with people learning and people teaching, full of cheesecake and
mediocre coffee? 

We couldn't provide the refreshments, but we tried to provide some of the learning.
We compiled a reader that included halachic articles, source sheets for guided
learning, and inspiring content as well. The feedback we received was exactly what
we were hoping for. We heard from women around the world who printed our
materials to learn on their own, or in a small group social-distancing outdoors.
They told us that our reader gave them not only content to learn, but also the feeling
that they weren't alone. 

One year later, the world looks different. Vaccinations are bringing us towards aend
to the pandemic, although we still have not returned en-masse to community
gatherings. And as we finish this note, Israel is under rocket attack, adding a new
level of anxiety and fear to our days. This year's reader is a revised and updated
edition of last year's - you'll notice some content has remained the same, alongside
many new additions. Specifically, we've added two sections relevant to women and
Kiddush on Yom Tov, which were just published on Deracheha.org. We've also
included a blog post by Shayna Goldberg relating her thoughts on the current
situation in Israel to an important message of Shavuot. 

According to the Zohar, when we learn Torah on Shavuot night, we are adorning the
Jewish people with the jewelry of a bride, so that she will be ready to meet her
groom and accept the Torah the next morning (Zohar Emor 98.) We hope that our
words of Torah will be added on to the words of Torah studied by Jews around the
world this Shavuot, all in the goal of readying ourselves for receiving the Torah. 

Chag Sameach,
Rachel Weber Leshaw, on behalf of the Deracheha Team
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Tikkun Leil Shavuot
By Laurie Novick

Rav Ezra Bick, Ilana Sober Elzufon, and Shayna Goldberg, eds. 
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Topics in Kiddush
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By Laurie Novick
Rav Ezra Bick, Ilana Sober Elzufon, and Shayna Goldberg, eds. 

These two selections, on Kiddush on Yom Tov and women saying Shehecheyanu, are excerpted from
our series on women and Kiddush. The full articles can be found at www.deracheha.org/kiddush-1-
obligation/ and www.deracheha.org/kiddush-2-practical-issues/ 

https://www.deracheha.org/kiddush-1-obligation/
https://www.deracheha.org/kiddush-2-practical-issues/
https://www.deracheha.org/kiddush-2-practical-issues/
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Deracheha Contributing Editor
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Deracheha Director of Digital Content
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Questions by Laurie Novick, Debbie Zimmerman and Sarah Rudolph

www.womenandmitzvot.org



34

What Will Tomorrow Bring?
Shayna Goldberg, Deracheha Contributing Editor

 
Originally published as a blog post on Times of Israel, available here: 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/what-will-tomorrow-bring/
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This article was published in the Jewish Week and can be found at this link
https://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/woman-to-woman/
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In Their Bare Footsteps
Ilana Sober Elzufon, Deracheha Contributing Editor

 
Originally published as a blog post on Times of Israel, available here: 

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/in-their-bare-footsteps/

https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/in-their-bare-footsteps/


41

www.womenandmitzvot.org



42

www.womenandmitzvot.org



From 
 

 

ח מ ש ג  ח

www.womenandmitzvot.org
 Deracheha is a halachic education website and learning community

for source-based study of halachot related to women, from a
woman's perspective, exploring a range of voices. We seek to grant
women access to halachic discourse, to build a community of
learners, and to raise the caliber of halachic discussion and mitzva
observance.

Learn more at womenandmitzvot.org!

Thanks to Hannah Kaplun for all her help in creating the first edition of this reader, 
and to Hannah Vorchheimer for her help with this year's edition!
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